[Dynamic observation of serum cytokines in patients receiving hand transplantation].
To investigate the changes of serum levels of cytokines in patients receiving hand transplantation. The serum levels of IL-2, IL-10, TNF-alpha, and IFN-gamma in 2 hand transplant recipients were measured by enzyme-linked immunosorbent assays (ELISA). The serum levels, IL-2, TNF-alpha, and IFN-gamma in the 2 patients decreased significantly during the first posttransplant week, then increased gradually to the pretransplant levels, and finally decreased and maintained the low level. The serum level of IL-10 in the patients increased significantly during the first posttransplant week, and decreased gradually to the low level. At 5 posttransplant months, the serum level of IL-10 increased moderately again. The predominance of Th2 over Th1 confirms the efficiency of immunosuppressive drug regimens, which contribute to the survival of hand transplant. Hand transplantation does not elicit significant immune rejection. The dynamic determination of cytokines helps judge the prognosis and diagnosis of rejection in hand transplantation.